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HOMELESSNESS 
Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [5.21 pm]: As members know, I started making a members’ 
statement last night. I will finish it, and although during the discussion of non-government business I feel that 
I managed to largely cover off on the key elements that I wanted to bring to the attention of the house, there is one 
thing I would like to add. 
I started my statement last night by reflecting on the recent vigil that was held by the Garlett family in front of 
Parliament, which I think quite profoundly had 56 sleeping bags representing the 56 people who died on Perth streets 
in 2020. One thing I did not get to talk about during the debate today and I think is important to acknowledge, and 
the Garlett family has highlighted this, is that a disproportionate number of people who are on our streets are 
Aboriginal or First Nations people. We certainly saw that the other night. In fact, we are seeing it across the road 
from us at Parliament House, where we have a small tent city set up, again with disproportionately Aboriginal and 
First Nations people sleeping on the streets. I think this is important to acknowledge. This is one thing that I want 
to make clear in my member’s statement, and it is quite timely, given that the Closing the gap annual report was 
delivered in the federal Parliament today. As we talk about closing the gap here and investing new resources in 
homelessness and housing, we need to make sure that we have a special target for Aboriginal people, who are 
disproportionately represented; they make up only three to four per cent of the population but close to half of the 
people sleeping rough on our streets. We need to make sure that our resources target them and are co-designed 
with them. I think there is a real opportunity there. 
I want to make this short statement in addition to the things that I said in this house earlier today, because I think 
this is a huge opportunity. I hope we can go forward in a bipartisan way to take housing and homelessness seriously, 
with a fresh focus on the matter in this Parliament. 
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